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and the leaders of the Right wing,* 


“the Soviet government. 


Bhe “party line 
gated, and of which Stalin has constituted himself 
The sole official interpreter. 


@Wovernment. 


wen « 


HE dismissal on December 19 of 
kov, president of the 


Council of People’s 


 ™Commissars since 1924, and his subsequent ex- 
pulsion from the Political Bureau, mark the cul- 


ination of a long-drawn conflict between Stalin 
and once 
ore reveal the extent of Stalin’s control over 
Like Trotzky in 1928, 
ykov has been found guilty of deviations from 
”’—_the policy which Lenin formu- 


Unlike Trotzky, who 
manded rapid industrialization and collectiviza- 


@on, as well as revolution throughout the world, 
Bykov advocated a slower tempo in both industry 
and agriculture, and favored leniency towards the 


pasants. In a country keyed to the highest pitch 
‘ the necessity of fulfilling the Five-Year Plan 


mBykov could not but be considered a defeatist. 
7 talin, who opposed Trotzky’s extreme program 
: nly to adopt it after his downfall, has now ex- 
M@ommunicated Rykov for a moderation 


which 3 


onsidered untimely. For the p 


Bykov is not to suffer Trotzky’s f 


ause he is less dangerous than the Seaton of the 
eft Opposition, or because he enjoys greater 
pularity with the rank and file of the party. 
he post held successively by Lenin and Rykov 
as been confided to one of Stalin’s adherents, 
olotov, assistant secretary of the Central Ex- 
utive Committee of the Communist party, and 
cently its acting president. 

This political shake-up is all the more striking 
cause Stalin himself is not a member of the 
Even today he apparently feels no 
ed to assume the outward trappings of a power 


Me has exercised since Lenin’s death, when he 
m@rst succeeded in so enlarging the scope of the 
@riginally unimportant office of secretary-general 


f the party as to make it the stepping-stone to 
ictatorship. For purposes of diplomatic cor- 


*Cf. “Stalin Measures Soviet Progress,’ 
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nt may function 
separately from the Communist party. Actually, 
however, the party, which numbers less than two 
million members, guides the destinies of the “dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat.” 

Within the party itself, Stalin has established 
the undisputed control of a small steering com- 
mittee, the Political Bureau, whose activities re- 
ceive little notice in the press, but whose decisions 
determine the government’s policy both at home 
and abroad. Views divergent from those held by 
Stalin are apparently tolerated in the Political 
Bureau only so long as they do not threaten the - 
“monolithic unity” of the party. When such a 
threat exists, expulsion follows almost auto- 
matically. 

The secret of Stalin’s success in maintaining 
the dictatorship of an infinitesimal minority in 
the teeth of opposition from both the Left and 
Right lies in his ability to gauge the exact degree 
of strain which the country is able or willing to 
1 oe i 1 Pa Y- 
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of the population, and the politica! indifference 
or helplessness of all groups except those included 
in the Communist party, greatly facilitate his 
task. It may be expected that Rykov’s removal 
will not alter the policy of the government to any 
marked extent, although it is not unlikely that, 
after having chastised the Right Opposition, 
Stalin will adopt some part of their program. 
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South America’s Problems Still Unsolved 

After occupying the headlines in the American 
press for the better part of a year, the Latin 
American republics have settled down to a period 
of feverish readjustment. In spite of the an- 
nounced programs of the various revolutionary 
governments, it is clear that uncertainty con- 
tinues to be the keynote in the affairs of these 
countries. 
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In Argentina the provisional government of 
Uriburu, which succeeded Irigoyen, has followed 
a policy of “intervention” in the provinces simi- 
lar to that which was largely responsible for Iri- 
goyen’s unpopularity. Several provincial news- 
papers, among them “E] Sol” of Santa Fe, have 
been suspended, and others notified to revise their 
editorial policies. Provincial authorities continue 
to demand federal aid for the construction of 
roads and the payment of salaries of public em- 
ployees. Wheat and sugar interests are advocat- 
ing an increase in import duties. Meanwhile, a 
national committee organized to investigate the 
administration of Irigoyen has published a con- 
siderable amount of apparently incriminating 
documents, on the basis of which prominent 
members of the deposed régime have been for- 
mally brought to trial. There is no definite indi- 
cation as to the date when the provisional govern- 
ment will give place to a duly elected successor. 

In Peru likewise, where a provisional junta is 
in control, the affairs of the overthrown Leguia 
government are being investigated by a commit- 
tee of jurists. Its findings have contributed con- 
siderably to the popularity of General Sanchez 
Cerro, the Provisional President. Chief among 
the problems confronting this government is 
labor unrest. Due to a decrease in wage scales, 
miners in the Cerro de Pasco district, the largest 
copper producing center in the world, have be- 
come aggressive. Early in November forty per- 
sons were killed or injured during rioting in 
Oraya. As a result the government immediately 
outlawed strikes, dissolved workers’ unions and 
deported some forty agitators. Lima was for a 
time under martial law. In the last days of No- 
vember this unrest spread to the oil fields of Ta- 
lara, necessitating the sending of a detachment 
of 220 government troops to maintain order. 
Sanchez Cerro has already weathered one Cabinet 
crisis, that of November 21. There is no definite 
date set for the meeting of the constituent con- 
vention which will pave the way for elections. 

Bolivia has not moved any nearer to the solu- 
tion of the economic and political issues which 
occasioned the downfall of Siles. On November 
21, General Ismael Montes threw a bombshell into 
political circles when he announced that he would 
not be a candidate for the Vice Presidency. Since 
Montes is a pivotal force in Bolivian politics, and 
since he refused to give reasons for his action, 
the future is more doubtful than ever. Added to 
the political uncertainty is the fact that the 
mineral products of the country have continued 
at low prices and that the Roman Catholic clergy 
are engaged in a bitter quarrel over internal 
finances. 


In Uruguay a critical condition has developed ~ 


since the presidential elections of November 30. 
On November 10 the various factions which com- 


pose the Colorado party signed the so-called | 
“handicap” agreement, whereby the candidate of 


one of the factions, the Riverista, a minority 
within the party, would be permitted to assume 
the Presidency if he should poll 17.5 per cent of 
the total ballots cast for the Colorado party. 
The object of the agreement was to prevent 
a split in this party with the consequent 
loss of control which it has exercised over 
Uruguayan politics for years. It was believed 
that the “handicap” agreement was virtually a 
promise to hand over the presidency to the River- 
ista candidate, Sefior Manini Rios. The Partido 
Nacionalista, opponent of the Colorados, immedi- 
ately declared against this arrangement, and in a 


manifesto of November 20 threatened to take — 

In the @ 
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17.5 per cent of the total Colorado vote necessary 
A recount has | 
begun with every indication that no one will be 7 
The Nacionalista point © 
out that should Manini Rios be given the Presi- 


strong measures to prevent its execution. 
election, which apparently was marked by irregu- 
larities, the Riverista faction failed to get the 


to enable it to seat its candidate. 
satisfied with the result. 


dency it would be a violation of the constitution, 
since he would probably poll only 30,000 of the 
316,000 votes cast at the election. 


Brazil’s economic condition has not improved 
since the overthrow of Washington Luis. In Sao 
Paulo textile mills have closed down in spite of 
efforts of the government to guarantee a 40-hour 
working week. 

Altogether, it would seem that the Latin 
America which has emerged from the wave of 
revolution in 1930 faces a new set of old prob- 
lems—the same problems that paved the way for 
the upheavals of the past year. 
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